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KATTH:.XILKS . | 
I haſoe ver jpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, 

te neither in thu World, nor in the World to come. 


- — — —— 
po 


Hs Sin which St. John calls here the Sin unto Deae, is 
the Unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, deſcri- 
bed by our bleſſed Saviour, Mareh. 1 2. 32. That who- 
ſoever commits it, hath no forgiveneſs, neither in this 

World, nor in the World to come; for, All manner of Sin and 
Blaſp:emy ſhall be forgiven unto Men; but the Blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, fhall never be forgiven unto Men; and he that ſpeaketh a | 
Mord againſt the Son, it ſhall beforgiven him; but whoſoever ſpeaks} 
againſt che Holy Ghoſt, ſhall never be forgiven, neither in ths World, 
nor in the World to come. This Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, that 
is that Sin which St. John calls here the Sin unto Death: Not be- 
cauſe that Sin deſerves death, for ſo does all Sin deſerve death, 
both Temporal and Eternal; for, The wages of Sin( even all) e 
# Death, Rom. 6. But this Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is called. 
the Sin unto Death; becauſe it binds a Man over to Eternal Death, 8 
without any poſſibility of recovery. Now, ſome there are that C 
go on from one degree of Sin to another, that highten and ag- 
gravate their Sins more and more, until they are brought to that 
height = laſt, as to commit that Sin, for which there is no for- 
Frenes. ,', ng = | 
There is no meer Man fince the Fall, that can live without 
Sin, for all are Sinners; but yet there are degrees of Sins; ſome 
Sins in their own nature are ſmall, others are more great and 
hainous. Many Sins there are that are great, yet pardonable 
and one Sin there is unpardonable, and whoſoever commits that. 
one Sin, ſhall have no forgiveneſs, but muſt forever bear theſe 
weight and puniſhment, both of that and all other Sins. There 
is ſuch a Sin as St. John ſpeaks of here in my Text, that is, of . 
Sin unto Death. And now I come to the Explication of theff” 
Words; from whence I ſhall raiſe this point of Doctrine. *Z 
Doct. That amongſt other Sins committed by fallen Mankind,there iff, 
only one Sin that 5 a Sin unto Death, and whoſeever committeth that c 
he hath no forgiveneſs, neither in thñ World nor in the World to comeſon. 
Now for my further proceeding on the Subject, I ſhall ly 
open to you. | o 
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by 


Firſt, What the Sin unto Death 6? . 
2 > That all other Sins, how great and hainous ſoever... 
may be torgiven. 2 t: MO Fre 2 
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4 2 5 | N 3 DE | 
bird „That chat this MET ſhall never be forgiven.” »VY 
Four 5, The reaſon why that Sin alone 15 unpardonables” 8 2 
| And then, Es : & On ; 1 FE | _ #4 
Laſtly, I ſhall conclude all with a few words of Application 
12 begin firſt with this unpardonable Sin; where 1 hill 


„Indeavour ro make as plain a deſeription of ic as poſſible 1 can; 3 
518 ab ee 7. | ee Ans el 

Ind in doing of it, I ſhall F, ſhew you Negatively what is 
5. IC this Sin. Secondly, I (hall ſhew / you, Auively what "_ of 
TY Ft, I ſhall ſhew you Negatively, what is not this din unto 


De: th, or in what degree a Man may ſin, and yet not commit -$ 
hat unpardonable {in againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 1 
Firſt, It is not every quenching, of the motions of the Spirit 


f ; . hat is that Sin «Ic is true, When the Holy Ghoſt comes with a ſtil] 
1; (voice and knocks at the doors of Sinner's Hearts for entrance, 
3 


g he often Comes and ſtrives with them, and ſecretly woes and be- 
Weeches them to leave of their Sins, and be converted : yet the 
Huench and ſtifle all his motions, and bare up their Hearts again 
nim, and will not be obedient to his Heavenly Calls; now ſuch 
«4 Pin grievouſly againſt the I Gheft ;. tor many who have ſtood 
hn. N out a long time, and have often quenched and grieved the holy 
Spirit, yet at laſt they have been wrought upon unto ſincere 
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Secondly, A Man may commit many hainous and crying Sins, 
and yet 775 be guilty of the Unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy 
. A Man may be an Idolater, a Whoremonger, a Forni- 
cator, a Murderer, and work Witchcraft, and fan with a very 
Bligh hand. Nay, he may live in all manner of Filthineſs and 
Lewdneſs, and yet not be under the guilt of the Unpardonable 
din againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Thus we read, 2 Chron, 3 3. that 
Man iſſes ſinneth with a very high hand; he was an Idolater, an 
chanter, and worked Witchcraft, and dealt with familiar 
Poirits, and wrought much Evil in the fight of the Lord. And 
lary Magdalen had Seven Devils caſt out of her, Luke 8. 2. and 
nl oe IRS 
_ Thirdly, A Man may fin preſumpruouſly againſt great light 
and knowledge, and yet not commit this Sin unto Death, for 
Peer when he denyed Chriſt, he did ic againſt great knowledge | 
of Chriſt; he knew Chriſt to be his Lord and Saviour, he was 1 
one of Chriſt's. beloved Diſciples, and for all that, how ſtrongl xx 

e denyed Chriſt, and that with an Oath tõo; and yet for all 1 
hat, Chriſt looked upom him with a merciful Eye, and he re- 1 


1 pented and was forgiven. 5 gs £ 
© Fourthly,.It is not every malicious Sin that is the ungardoiable/ 7 
/ - 7 | —_ 4 
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ee in his Heart, when he went on ſofurioully e@g'perſecute the Wh 
Church of God; and yet he was converted and became a Prea- 
=  Fifthly, and Laſtly, It is not final unbelief, nor final impe- 
ngnitence, that is the Unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Gbeſt; 
tho ' ſome be of Opinion, that it is becauſe that Sin is unpardo- 
nable; and Chriſthimſelf hath ſaid, Marth. 1 4.3 f. That al mum 
ner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto Man, extctpe it be the 

Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. But you are to take the Words of our 
| Saviour in the true ſenſe and meaning: It is all manner of 8in 
\ and Blaſphemy committed within the compaſs of a Man's Lite | 

| that ſhall be forgiven, except the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; for 
| 


the Sin of final Tmpenitency, and final Unbelief, is not com- 
pleated un- iłthe very moment of Man's death, and then you all 
know that there is no Repentance, and conſequently no pardon 
after death; for Chriſt faith, He that fins againſt the Holy Ghoſt, In 
= bath no forgiveneſs, neither in this World, nor in the World to come. 
| Now, why ſhould Chriſt ſay in this Mrid, it there be no ſpace 
; 


21 


to be forgiven in this World? But a Man may commit the 
E Unpardonable Sin againſt the Help Ghoſt, eſpecially many years 
1 before his Death. Beſides, there are many thouſands that dye in 
impenitency and unbelief, and are Damn d, andyet never eom - 
mitted the unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Gboſt. Thus I have 
1 ſhewed you Negatively whar is not this Unpardonable Sin, MF: 
1 none of theſe Sins in particular is that Sin. 9 


Second iy, I come to ſhew you Poſitively what this Sin unte 
Death is, and herein this Unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy| 
Now, in the firſt Place you muſt know, that there are two 
ſorts of People that cannot commit this unpardonable fin. Iſt. The 
true Believers cannot commit it, tho? many times for their trial, 
God ſufers them to fall foully into many grievous Sins; yer they 
have been rooted into Chriſt, they are upheld by free Grace and 
= . Mercy, that they cannot fall into thisunpardonable Sin. Second · 
9% The groſly ignorant cannot commit it, becauſe it is a Sin a-et 
gainſt great Light and Knowlecge. Some have both Light and 
Srace, theſe ſhall} not commit the Unpardonable Sin. Again, 
* ſome have neither Light nor Grace, theſè cannot commit it. 
Bort there are ſome again that have Light and no Grace; theſe are they 
= = chat are liable to commit rhe Unpardonable Sin againſt the -Holy Ghoſt, 


Thar js, Light in the Head, and Malice in the Heart; without theſe two, 
5. 1 3 | | the 
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22 eco For to ſin agen gms.” * © © 
the ent and Knowledge, in gor that. Sin ans? nor Nat to Sinignorantly pox.” 
eg - chat malice, is not that ſig 5 bur they myſt join both rogerher toe 


* * 


ASt. Poult ; Petes he denyed Chriſt, and forſwore himſeif 152 and that 
PE- ievouſly againſt great Light and Knowledge ;. for he knew Chriſt tobe . © © 

only begotten Son of God, and he knew God in him; he was one of *% 
brift's Diſciples, and one of his beloved Diſciples tos; he was taught of | 
hkrift, and bad experimental Knowledge of his loye and favour „and vert 
e wickedly with an Oath deny ed him. Now if Peter had done this out of 


S this unpargonable fin: This we ſce plaialy by the example of St. r 


ur Malice and ſpight, then he had committed that Sia unto Death, for which 
im here is no forgiveneſs : but Perer had no malice in his Heart all this while, 
ite Nen at that time when he denyed Chriſt, as you may ſee Matth. 29. when 

oy bhriſt told him, Before the Cock erom, thou ſhall deny me thrice, He an- 


cred, If 1 ſbould dye withalie, I will not deny thee, And then denying 
Pim through infirmity and weakneſs of the fleſh, when he had confider's 
all bat he had done, he went out and wepr bitterly, Mat. 26. 75. And Paul 
MN e had great malice and ſpight againſt the vays and People of God, as you 
5 may ſee Act, 9. 1. Paul breathea out threatnings and laughter againſt the 
Diſciples of the Lord, &c. Now by theſe two places of Scripture, you may 
plainly ſee that Peter finned againſt great Light, and Paul out of great 
alice, yet none of them both committed the Uapardonable Sin againſt 
be Holy Ghoſt. Now as all other Sins, ſo this Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
way be committed in thought, word or action. | Fe ti 
Firſt, In thought; that is, when a wicked Man, againſt his clear Light 
and Knowledge, doth both perceive 2 malicious Thought or Purpoſe towards 
Wperſecuting the Goſpel of Chriſt, to hinder the work of the Holy Ghoſ 
Secondly, This fin may be committed in Word too; that is, when a . 
Nan ſpeaks Blaſphemouſly and Maliciouſly of Chriſt and his holy Way 5 1 

his was the Sin of the Scribes and Phariſces, Mark 3. 32. There are certain EN 


eribes came and ſaid, this fellaw hath Belzebub, and caſt erb out Devils Fe 
obe Prince of Devils, Therefore faith Chriſt to them, werſe 28, 29. Veri 25 
160 Ley unto you, all Sins ſhall be forgiven unte the Sons of Men, and Blafs 5 | 
, lemies, wherewith ſoe ver they ſhall Blaſpheme; but whoſorver ſhall Bla. 
y pheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt hath neuer forgiveneſs, but is in danger of © 
eee Damnation. © n = + Jos A 
7 Now the reaſon ot this Speech of our Bleſſed Saviour, is ſhewed iu ven. 
20. becauſe they ſaid, He hath an wnclean Spirit; which plainly ſhew s, ; 
char theſe Seribes had ſpoken Bla ſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Theſe 


WScribes were great learned Men, they could know no other, but that Ci, 


„vas the Sen of God, and they knew that the caſt out Devils by the Spit ag 
t. God; and yet they out of ſpire to Chrift maliciouſiy and blaſphe mon 


= 

—— 
A+ * 
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(aid, That be caſt out Devils by Belxebub the chief of the Devils. nels: - 
Scribes committed the Unpardonable Sin agaioſt-che, Holy Gheſt in od.. 

\ Thirdly, This Sin may be committed in Action too; that is, We N | 
Man being once throughly enlighren'd, and enter d upon a holy Cen „ G5 x 
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Ute, and taſted of the comforts of God's Spirit, and had ſome foreradte ; 's 


and malice, utterly forſakes, oppoſes and perſecutes theſe good ways off 
' God, which he before profeſt and taught. But to ſum up this point: Thi 


an unholy thing - nay, he alſo oppoſes the Spirit of Chriſt who is the 


bis Will in the Letter of the Word, and yet not be capable of commit ting 


with God, in his Word and Sacraments, he mult have ſome taſte of the Love | 


open to the committiag of that Unpardonable Sin, 5 
PDurthly, He muſt oppoſe the known Truth wilfully ; he muſt wilfully 
fall away, after he hath received the knowledge of che Truth: Other Sins 
are committed through infirmity, but this Sin is wilful; the Will is the 
chief actor in ir: and to compleat and make up this Unpardonable Sin, 
— _.. RS 7 48 


(6): 


the Joys of Heaven, and not only makes proſeſſion of the Doſpel, bur ceache fi 
# others; he at laſt ta kes a diſlike of theſe Holy.courſes, and through ſpigh 


Unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is fully deſcribed by, the Apoſtiſ 
to the Hebrews, Chap. 10. 26, 27, 28. and Chap. 6. 4, 5, 6. Now if th 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is briefly this; It is a wilful and malicious gppg 
fing of the known Truth, joyn'd with a final Apoſtacy. I ſhall a little ex 
plain theſe Words, and then proceed. AGES + = 
First, This Sin unto Death, is an oppoſing Sin, now to oppoſe a thing] 
is to contradict it, or gain ſay it; when a Man ſays a thing is fo, and ſo; 
he denys it. and ſays it is not ſo; when a Man ſays a thing muſt be done, 
and ſays again it mult not, nor ſhall not be done; ſuch an oppoſition is in 
the Heart of him that commits this Unpardonable ſin; but a Man may be 
an oppoſing Man, and yet canuot commit this Sin; therefore,.  , | 
Seconaly, It is the truth that he muſt oppoſe; that is, he muſt utterly 
oppoſe and reje& Chriſt, who ſaid, 7 am the Truth, John 14.6. He oppo - 
feth all his Threatnings, and will not believe his Promiſes, and counts him! 
to be a Seducer of the People, and counts the Blood of the Covenant tobe 


Spirit of Truth; ſo that he will not obey his Motions, and will not be led 
nor guided by him; But a Man may oppoſe the Truth, and yet do it ig - 
norantly. L N 5 

Therefore, Thirdly, It muſt be the known Truth that he oppoſeth ; be 
muſt be once enlightnen: But you muſt know chat it is not only a national] 
Knowledge, and humane learning: He may know much of God, and off 


this Unpardonuble fin : But he muſt be ſo far enlightned, as to ſee the Evil 
that is in Sin, andthe Excellency that is in Chriſt ;- he muſt taſte of the 
Heavenly Gift, and be made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, and taſte of the 
Food Word of God, and the Powers of the World to come; and by the 
Blood of the Covenant, which he counts an unholy thing, he is in part 
ſunctiſied and Cleanſed from many fins, he muſt have ſweet Communion} 


and Favour of God, and Conforts of his Spirit, and be retreſhed by it, and 
taſte of the Joys of Heaven, and have ſome fore · taſte, of the Happineſs 
of the World to come. This is that light and Knowledge that lays a Man 


M Malice is in the Heart; without this, this Sin cannot be com- 


85 Tai bed; it muſt be a malicious oppoſing of che known Truth; that is, . 
een a Man being once enligthen d and taſted of the Heavenly Gift, and Ii 


che 


Good Word of God, 3 made partakers of the Holy ,Ghof, - 
Ja have ſome ſweet reliſh and fore-ſtate of Heaven, he come at laſt to 
ie 2 diflike, and to hear the Holy Ways of God, and maliciouſly oppoſe 
ve perſecure them, and fo die in diſpite to the Spirit of Grace, crucitying 
eech the Son of God, and putting him to open Shame. 


ſte c 


Now a Man haviug gone thus far, he comes in the laſt place to be an A- 
Mare; for thus wilfully and maliciouſly to oppoſe the known Truth, is 
| ways joined with final and total Apoſtacy. Not for any one wilfully, ſpite 
** Willy, and maliciouſly to fall away, he fo falls, as never to riſe more: Againit 
en the Door of Mercy is ever ſhut ; concerning ſuch St. Peter faith, If had © 
ben better for them not to have known the way of Righteouſneſs, &c. 2 Pet. 
1,22 There is another dreadful place of Scripture againſt theſe Apoſtatey 
geb, 10. 29. Thus I have ſhewed you, as plain as I can, what this ſin wnzo 
death is. New to proceed: Secondly, The next thing to be conſider d, is, 
at all other Sins and Blaſphemies whatſoever may be forgiven, be our Sigs 
Jever ſo great and many, though ve be the vileſt wretches that ever lived, 


erh er there is hopes of pardon upon Repentance: Manaſſes was the vileſt Sin- 
Po-. ger that ever we read of, yet he kepented, and was much pardoned... Alſo 
_ Bry Magdalen was the chief of Sinners, for out of her came ſeven Devils, 


et becauſe ſhe loved much, much was given her,, A Man may be a Whore- 
lea onger, an adulterer, and work Witcheraft, and deal with familiar Spixits, 
| nd yet at laſt he may repeat and be ſaved. For Chrift with his own Mouth, 
ells the Scribes and Phariſees, Matt. 2 1. 13. That the Publicant and flarlots 
ll not enter into the Kingdom of God before them. For there is Sin but is 
ardonable,excepr the Sin againft the Holy Ghoſt, But, Thiraly, The Sig againſt 
he Holy Ghoſt, is alone the fin wnto Death, that is a Sin unpardonable, never 


off o be forgiven, neither in this World, nor in the World to come: Not be- 
* Fauſe the Merits of Chriſt is not ſufficient to pardon it, for this Sin, as well 
8 $83 all other Sins, are but infinite, whereas the Merits of Chriſt are infinite. 


Object. But what is the reaſon then, that this Sin cannot be forgiven ? 

= <4:fw. This Queſtion brings me to the fourth thing eonſiderable; do but 
Wind me a little, and I will as plain and as clear as I can, tell you what the 

aſon is. The reaſon ariſes from the nature of this Sin, for this Sin, R - 
homſoever it is committed, burdens the Heart, and ſears the Conſcience, 
Jo chat there is no place for Repentance to be wrought, neither for that 
jor any other Sin. This Sin is call'd the Sin againſt the Holy GhoF, not be- 
uſe it is a Sin againſt the Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, for ſo is all Sin again 
is Perſon ; but it is call'd the Sin again{ rhe Holy Ghoſt, becauſe it is againſt ' 
he Office and Work of the Holy Hoff. Now every one of the Three Perſons / : 


Pew... 
5. 


7 Wave their particular work: The work of the Father is to Create, the org 
p f the Son is to Redeem loſt Sinners; and the work of the Holy Ghoſt is & 
. alighten, Convince, Sanctiſie, and Convert them: Now a Man committing 


This unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Gh, rejects all this work f, : 
pirit. Now for a Man to be throughly enlighten d by the Holy Ghoſt,thits © 

e comes to know the Evil of Sin, and of his loſt and undone Conduon:. | 

ich Chrif, and that none but the Merits of Chriſt can ſave him, rhef .. £7 

aim wiltully and maliciouſly to oppofe him, and the work of his Spiriggand DT! 
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n of the: Feber ; 
Wi . his folly; g 
i belides; 4 Man after he apr doc rerd;*and yer fil 
| | back 5 itiflemicy aud the weknefs of che Vielli® as Peter aid, nm 
Jed dee fall td aud maticoully; then-the fh Chef ig work ups 
# js IN 3 ick renew bim again, and work in him à deep'forr abnfing | 
Kr; much Love uud * and {6 carry on Aae oi unto b ce. b 
1 "He 1 Man when hie is once entigheen'd'by che Holy Gbr, and bis Had fon 
1 e of the Jof Heaven, and chen at fait ureer] ly oppoſing. this ill 
pe - migaring work of the Spirit, and wilfully and malicioafl to RU s, an 


Alas! then the f Ghs 


5 2 to reject the Spirits renewing work”, 


ice h< bas norking tore that he can workin hits ; Now this Per ven 
ul hopes of Mercy, ede okyacul | 
Verſe; 


; nay, for — 4 Lg S be g 
to pray,. 25 you ſee my x 


when 2 Mar ee committed this unp le Sin, all the e e 
ven dot Earth can do him ne good; as the Text faith, rhere'tr Jin ant 
Dith I wall conclude all vicha fer Vords of 4 e ang pan t 
0 lde e Mort as P—EVW TN 9 OR 2 1 
5 , e N fer: Ie may vit reading: wiring of this te 
| ible Sſcourſt; yout Heart is beginning to ach with Ser. thar you har. 
|. _ _ _commirted this eee Sin; but ban Ways e tt 
I bn: you wharir is, tell yon again, chat there are but fow that eat ee 
1 it; fat don rides beter, and Infirmity, there may be matte left fo 
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12 7 


FRE the: Holy upon, whereby he may be e. and fave 
* Consder che t; if you are afraid thar you have committed ic, and wil 
25 that you Had not onbiteed k if it were to do again, then chat is 4 tru 
ql.” gn that you Rave fior-commitced it. 2dly, 1 muſt concludg alſe with 
1 Word of Counſel: pirſt warch very diligentliy againit all Sin; but above 4 
13 take ſpecial fized' of thoſs fins that come ne ro.the PI 
1 be duc they are thefe e N 
1 3 Religion, aud fodifienbling | 
de ſincere in Religion; and by cru felyes-inro 
|  Srthey that be un Chit, "can. Sf, ga pr 
| paint the fol G; which whoſuryrr commſte it, hath no fyrpivench 
li Serbe in this World, =, inf Us VF 
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